
The Three-Hole Sunshine Course at Midwest Golf House in Lemont gets a trial run before officially opening on June 6, 2004.

The dedication this spring of the

at Midwest Golf House “signals a new era” for
the CDGA Foundation and its successful

Sunshine Through Golf program.

Three-Hole Sunshine Course
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or better or worse, we live in
a society with an overwhelm-
ing affection for celebrations.

At various times of the year, we 
celebrate birthdays, anniversaries,
new years, presidents, valentines
and groundhogs, just to name a few.

While not begrudging anyone a
good party, the fact is that the sheer
volume of all these celebrations has
a tendency to water down those
commemorations that really, really
matter to us. Things like America’s
independence, the sacrifices of our
nation’s veterans and our gratitude
for a bountiful harvest.

In late spring of this year, the
CDGA Foundation’s Sunshine
Through Golf program will hold one
of those celebrations that really, real-
ly matters. Five years in the plan-
ning, the product of countless hours
of arduous work and the generosity
of thousands of benefactors, the
Three-Hole Sunshine Course will be
unveiled to the public at a formal
dedication ceremony on June 6.
Taking the first official shots off the
first tee will be a Sunshine Through
Golf program participant; Bob Berry,
president of the CDGA and its
Foundation; a representative from
I*Mag*Jen Charities, the organiza-
tion that funded the Sunshine

Course’s clubhouse; and Brent
Wadsworth, who undertook con-
struction of the three-hole layout.

Laid out on the grounds of the
Midwest Golf House in Lemont, the
par-3 course was designed specifical-
ly to serve thousands of beginners,
juniors, individuals with disabilities,
minorities and the economically dis-
advantaged. The course, called “a
modern masterpiece” by Carl
Hopphan, director of development
for the Illinois Turfgrass Foundation,
maintains a singular objective: to
provide an unforgettable experience
for everyone who plays it.

Along with this mission, the
Three-Hole Sunshine Course will
serve as an arboretum and the
largest living turf research labora-
tory in the nation. Green industry

associations and golf course devel-
opers will be able to assess a mul-
titude of turfgrasses and flora that
flourish on demonstration plots
located throughout the eight-acre
golf course.

Multiple tee boxes allow play-
ers to play holes as short as 45 to
60 yards or, from the back tees,
more imposing lengths of 130 to
190 yards. The first hole slopes
slightly downhill, playing between
55 and 140 yards. The second
hole incorporates wetlands and a
sand bunker. The finishing hole
plays between 60 and 190 yards
and features sand bunkers on the
right side and behind the green, as
well as a waste area.

Scheduled for unveiling along
with the golf course is the elegant
new I*Mag*Jen Clubhouse. This
facility is for the exclusive use of
Sunshine Course players and
their guests.

With the formal dedication
ceremony, the Sunshine Through
Golf program—the largest grass-
roots golf program for individuals
with disabilities in the entire
country—will officially realize a
longstanding vision. Other associ-
ations that use golf as an educa-
tional, rehabilitative, therapeutic

Celeb
rating Sunshine

A “member” of the Three-Hole Sunshine
Course, Daniel Rodgers, lines up his putt. 
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or recreational tool and have allied them-
selves with the CDGA Foundation also
will benefit from the course. This group
includes the Illinois Special Olympics,
Indiana Special Olympics, National
Amputee Golf Association, Cog Hill
Junior Golf Lessons, The First Tee,
Physically Limited Golf Association and
Hook A Kid On Golf of Illinois
Foundation.

The Sunshine Through Golf program
was launched in 1999 with the ambition
of introducing golf to those who might not
otherwise participate in the game and
enjoy its enrichment. The program’s clinic
series began that first year via a single clin-
ic for 10 participants held at Cog Hill Golf
and Country Club. By the end of 2002,
the program comprised 30 public and 
private golf courses and reached 450
physically and developmentally impaired
children and adults, including stroke 
victims, amputee golfers and individuals
with Down syndrome.

For several years, the program has
expanded by 20% annually and in 2004
will include 50 sites and reach 700 indi-
viduals with disabilities across northern

and central Illinois and Indiana. (See the
camp schedule on pages 30-31 and at
www.cdga.org.) Among the private
clubs scheduled to host clinics are
Medinah, Glen Oak, Northmoor,
White Eagle and Midlothian.
Dozens of golf professionals and other
volunteers provide hands-on lessons to
participants. Sessions last 60 to 90 minutes
per week for five weeks. Small class sizes
ensure personalized instruction.

Another highlight of the Sunshine
Through Golf program last year was when
30 program participants attended a prac-
tice round at the U.S. Open at Olympia
Fields Country Club. The day included a
teaching clinic conducted by Dennis
Walters, a practice session and a ticket to
watch the pros as part of the gallery.

With the introduction of the Three-
Hole Sunshine Course, the Sunshine
Through Golf program in 2004 will extend
its touch to literally thousands of lives.

“The dedication of the Sunshine Course
signals a new era for us,” says Todd Alfred,
CDGA director of Foundation operations.
“Participants are going to be thrilled by the
quality and beauty of the golf course.

“We’ve taken a great program and
built upon its strengths to better serve
individuals with disabilities.”

Designed by Joe Jemsek, the namesake
grandson of the late Cog Hill owner, the
Sunshine Course is located across the street
from Cog Hill’s acclaimed Dubsdread golf
course, annual site of the Cialis Western
Open. Tee times at the Sunshine Course
are reserved for organized programs and
special-needs groups.

For more information and updates on
the Three-Hole Sunshine Course, visit
www.cdga.org or contact the CDGA
Foundation offices at 630-257-2005. 

Let the celebration begin!

Neal Kotlarek is a frequent contributor to
Chicago District Golfer.
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The Sunshine Course layout.


