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has him fuming, and he isn’t taking it
sitting down.
Lolli has been the most vocal
proponent among the residents
pushing for Lake County to build a
course. He said when he and others
bought their homes, it came with the
promise that they would have a course
near their front door.
Actually, it was more than a promise.
When developers took over the land
after the Army closed its base at Fort
Sheridan in the 1990s, it included a
deed restriction that said the Forest
Preserve “shall operate a golf course in
perpetuity.”
“It was an agreed-upon thing,” said
Lolli, a retired executive from Allstate
Insurance. “That’s where we stand.
Don’t just say things have changed.
We feel like we’ve been cheated.”
Initially, the golf course project was
derailed by a dispute between the
developers and the county over who
was responsible for disposing of a
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massive 40-foot-high dirt pile on the implications,” Hahn said. “It would be
property. The litigation wasn’t resolved difficult to a build a golf course with
until 2008.
(reasonable) greens fees and sustain a
Now the problems center on debt service that would allow us to borfinances. Estimates to build the course, row the money. It comes down to a
clubhouse and other operating costs financial issue. It’s a significant one.”
are in the $18 million to $20 million
When asked about the deed
range. Not only is the potential cost restriction, Hahn said, “The Forest
much higher than the
budgeted $14.5 million,
but it comes at a time
A proposed course at Fort Sheridan already
when money is extremely
has been designed, but that’s not to say Bill
Lolli and others are any closer to playing there.
tight.
Lake County Forest
Preserve Board President
Bonnie Thompson Carter
said building a golf course
made sense to her in 2004.
Not anymore.
“What I see happening
with moving forward with
any type of golf course is a
train wreck,” said Carter at
a May board meeting.
“Conditions are different
and facts are different. I
think it’s a good thing to
stop the train wreck and go
back and evaluate it.”
The number of rounds
are down throughout the
area and the country,
detractors say. Also, a new
course would take away
business from nearby
municipally-run city courses.
There’s also a concern to
some that the Fort Sheridan
course would have a great
impact on Thunderhawk,
Lake County’s top-rated golf
course in Beach Park.
Added board member
Suzi Schmidt, “I hate to tell
everybody, but times have
changed. A lot of people are
hurting out there.”
Tom Hahn, the executive
director of the Forest
Preserve, said the high cost to build the
course could require greens fees in Preserve acknowledges the deed
excess of $100. There is a concern restriction exists. It’s definitely part of
golfers will shy away from paying top the puzzle.”
dollar. Besides, he said the Forest
Lolli believes the board will go to
Preserve wants to keep fees reasonable. the Army and attempt to have the
“You have to look at the financial restriction removed, contending it isn’t
SEPTEMBER 2009

economically feasible to build a course
at this time. The board might have
already started the process during a
May meeting when it formed a
planning committee to evaluate other
uses for the land.
Highland Park Mayor Michael
Belsky is among those who remain

committed to building the course,
contending that homeowners are
entitled to get what they were
promised. He said Highland Park
wouldn’t participate in the planning
committee unless a course still was
one of the options.
Lolli says he will continue to
push on, but even he concedes the
prospects of building a new golf course
at Fort Sheridan look dim.
“All you hear at these meetings is
golf being bashed,” Lolli said. “These
people have all their reasons. This has
gone on so long. I’m not optimistic it
will ever get done.”
Ed Sherman is a recently retired golf
writer for the Chicago Tribune. He also
writes a sports business and weekly golf
blog for Crain’s Chicago Business.
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