
The following material is meant to supplement the 
presentation.  Included information is as follows:

• Rules Reference Material
• Highlighted Changes from the 2019 Rules Changes
• Rules everyone should know
• Frequently used Model Local Rules
• Additional Infographics
• Sample Hard Cards form the USGA & CDGA

2021 Rules of Golf 
Workshops

Presented by the CDGA in 
association with the USGA



Primary resource for 
players
• A shorter, more user 

friendly version of 
the Rules of Golf, 
written for you, the 
player

• Includes explanatory 
images and diagrams

• Available digitally 
and as pocket-size 
print publication

Primary resource for 
officials
• Full Version covering 

all the playing Rules

• Includes explanatory 
images and 
diagrams

• Available digitally 
and as large-size 
print publication 

Supplementary resource 
for officials
• Replaces Decisions book 

and provides long-form 
guidance to assist with 
officiating and 
administration

• Includes the Rules of 
Golf, Interpretations, 
Committee Procedures, 
and Modified Rules of 
Golf for Players with 
Disabilities

• Available digitally and as         
pocket-size print 
publication

Full text of all publications are available 
for Android and iOS 

USGA.org is a great resource for all things Rules of Golf related
Check back often as new material is posted periodically.

Rules of Golf: At your fingertips



Rules of Golf: Key Changes made in 2019

Highlighted Rules Changes from 2019



Rules of Golf: Changes from 2019 to 
encourage faster Pace of Play

Highlighted Rules Changes from 2019



Rules of Golf: 2019 Change on a Double Hit Ball

Rules of Golf: 2019 Change to Ball in motion 
accidentally deflected

Under Rule 11.1, for all accidental deflections, including when the ball hits 
the player or opponent or their equipment or caddies, there will be no 
penalty and the ball will be played as it lies.

Highlighted Rules Changes from 2019



Highlighted Rules Changes from 2019



Highlighted Rules Changes from 2019



A new Local Rule provides an alternative to stroke-and-
distance relief for a ball that is lost outside a penalty area 
or out of bounds.
• The Local Rule MUST be stated on a Notice to Players or in some 

other way.
• The Local Rule may be adopted for the entire course or certain holes 

(Local Rule E-5)

Model Local Rule: Stroke and Distance

Model Local Rules - Clarification



Model Local Rule: Opposite Margin

A Local Rule will allow for Opposite Side relief if a 
course feels it is practical.

• The Local Rule must be stated on a Notice to Players or in some 
other way.

• The Local Rule may be applied to certain penalty areas on the 
course.  

A Local Rule will 
prohibit use of a 
distance-measuring 
device.  

Without a Local Rule, 
DMD’s will always be 
allowed.   

Model Local Rule: Distance-Measuring Device

Model Local Rules - Clarification



Distance Measuring Devices



Anchoring 



CDGA Hard Card – Rules in play for all 
CDGA Championships & Qualifiers



USGA Hard Card – Rules in play for all 
USGA Championships & Qualifiers


